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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Although the importance of social entrepreneurship continues to grow, the impact
of religious social capital on its development—particularly in Islamic societies—
remains underexplored. Existing theoretical frameworks are incomplete in
explaining how religious norms, networks, and values collectively drive
entrepreneurial behavior. This study aims to fill this theoretical gap by explaining
how Islamic social capital, with its distinctive components and mechanisms, such

Avrticle type:
Research Article
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Received: September 24, 2025 within Islamic contexts. The research is fundamental in nature and adopts a
Revised: November 24, 2025 qualitative systematic review combined with qualitative content analysis of 36
Accepted: December 03, 2025 selected articles from the Scopus and SID databases published between 2016 and

Published online: February 23, 2026 2024. The analysis followed a three-stage coding process (open, axial, and
selective) using an inductive approach to extract the main dimensions and
mechanisms of Islamic social capital directly from the literature. Findings reveal
that Islamic social capital serves as a multidimensional enabler of social
entrepreneurship. Its main components include religious trust, reciprocal norms,
shared Islamic values, and faith-based networks. This capital facilitates
entrepreneurial processes by (1) enabling opportunity recognition through
Magasid al-Shariah; (2) mobilizing faith-based resources via institutionalized
Shariah instruments (waqf and zakat); (3) enhancing social legitimacy through
moral endorsement by religious institutions; and (4) strengthening entrepreneurs’
spiritual resilience (tawakkul). Islamic institutions reinforce these mechanisms. By
proposing an integrated conceptual model, this study addresses the identified
theoretical gap and highlights the crucial role of Islamic social capital as a
foundational driver of social entrepreneurship in Islamic societies.
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