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Editor's Note

Social capital, as a combination of trust, cooperative norms, communication networks, and a sense of
social belonging, serves as an invisible yet decisive foundation for the collective life of communities.
The importance of this capital becomes apparent in everyday conditions by facilitating social
interactions and enhancing the efficiency of institutions. However, in critical situations, its role is
significantly vital. In such circumstances, social capital can make the difference between social
collapse and collective resilience.

In recent years, Iranian society has faced a series of simultaneous and complex crises—crises that
are not merely economic or political but also have cognitive, psychological, cultural, and meaningful
dimensions. The decline in public trust, the weakening of institutional capital, the spread of social
despair, and perceptual gaps among different groups indicate the erosion of social capital. Empirical
evidence shows that in such conditions, relying solely on hard power tools, whether legal,
administrative, or security mechanisms, is not only insufficient but can, in the absence of social
backing, lead to increased governance costs and deepen the divide between the state and society. In
this context, the concept of soft power gains even greater significance. Soft power is the ability to
shape preferences, beliefs, and social actions through persuasion, legitimacy, and meaning-making.
Social capital is the primary foundation of this power. The higher the level of trust, solidarity, and
social participation, the less resistance and the greater effectiveness hard power will encounter. In
other words, soft power does not stand in opposition to hard power; rather, it acts as a supporter and
enhancer of it.

The distinguishing feature of the present approach is its emphasis on cognitive science in the
analysis of social capital. Cognitive science, focusing on human mental mechanisms, from perception
and decision-making to emotion, meaning, and cognitive biases, provide a deeper understanding of
how social capital is formed or weakened. Trust, engagement, and a sense of security or belonging are
not merely structural phenomena; they are rooted in cognitive processes and individuals' lived
experiences. Therefore, the link between social capital and cognitive science opens a new avenue for
intelligent policymaking and effective social interventions.

Accordingly, the Fourth International Conference on Social Capital with a Cognitive Science
Approach will be held to explore the theoretical and practical dimensions of this strategic concept
across five main themes:

1. Governance and Social Capital: Examining the role of trust, cognitive legitimacy, institutional
capital, and the relationship between the state and society in enhancing the quality of
governance and public policy.

2. Civil Defense and Security: Analyzing social capital as a soft yet crucial component of
national security, social resilience, cognitive threat management, and reducing social
vulnerabilities.

3. Entrepreneurship and Social Capital: Clarifying the role of social networks, mutual trust, and
relational capital in the development of entrepreneurship, innovation, and knowledge-based
economies.

4. Health and Social Capital: Investigating the impact of social capital on mental health, social
health, health care, and the efficiency of health systems from a cognitive perspective.

5. Spirituality and Social Capital: Exploring the connection between spirituality, the meaning of
life, social ethics, and collective cohesion in strengthening social capital.

These themes demonstrate that social capital is not a unidimensional concept; rather, it gains
meaning at the intersection of governance, security, economics, health, and spirituality. Such a
perspective allows for moving beyond reductionist analyses toward a comprehensive and
interdisciplinary understanding.
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The journal "Social Capital Management,” as a scientific and specialized medium, is committed to
supporting the production of credible, critical, and issue-oriented knowledge in this field. In this
context, the journal is keen to publish accepted scientific articles from the Fourth International
Conference on Social Capital with a Cognitive Science Approach (after undergoing a peer review
process in accordance with the journal's standards). This approach aims to strengthen the link between
scientific conferences and the sustainable flow of knowledge publication. Finally, faculty members,
researchers, graduate students, policy researchers, and all interested parties in social capital and
cognitive science are invited to actively participate in this conference by submitting scientific articles
and authentic research. We believe that rebuilding trust, enhancing social cohesion, and improving
national resilience will not be possible without reasoned scientific dialogue and evidence-based
research.
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