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Editor's Note

The Journal of Social Capital Management has consistently maintained the conviction that any
comprehensive analysis of macro-social dynamics remains incomplete without a profound
understanding of the biological, psychological, and cognitive foundations underlying the conduct of
social actors. In the preceding issue, the role of institutions and organizations in the reproduction of
trust and solidarity was examined. Yet a fundamental question continued to resonate throughout the
academic discourse: "How do the mechanisms underlying the formation of trust and cooperation
operate at the cognitive and neural levels?" Accordingly, the present issue is devoted to the
compelling, novel, and insufficiently explored intersection of cognitive science and social capital to
elucidate the missing link between the “architecture of the mind” and the “architecture of society.”

At its most fundamental level, social capital constitutes an “intersubjective” phenomenon, deeply
rooted in the cognitive processes of social actors. Trust, norms of reciprocity, and group cohesion are
the products of neural, emotional, and cognitive patterns that have emerged within the evolutionary
context of human development and social interaction. In this issue, by transcending purely
sociological metaphors, we redefine social capital as a “cognitive-behavioral construct.” The central
question is that how does the cognitive architecture of the human being—encompassing empathy,
theory of mind, and reward processing—determine the capacity for the formation, maintenance, or
dissolution of social capital within today's complex and networked societies? Contemporary evidence
emerging from the fields of “neuroeconomics” and “cognitive sociology” demonstrates that
contemporary crises of social capital—such as polarization, institutional distrust, and social
isolation—cannot be adequately explained without an understanding of cognitive biases, mechanisms
of attention, and public perception. Drawing upon novel interdisciplinary approaches and
integrating “macro-social data” with findings from the “neurosciences and cognitive sciences,” the
articles comprising this issue address the following thematic axes:

e The neurological foundations of trust and their role in the behavioral economics of social

networks

e The impact of cognitive biases and information bubbles on polarization and the erosion of social

capital

o The formation of shared mental models and their role in enhancing collective intelligence

e Cognitive sociology: the conceptual framing by citizens of governing institutions and its

implications for public trust

The Editorial Board believes that the future of social capital research hinges upon the integration of
“experimental and behavioral methodologies” with “macro-sociological analyses.” The transition from
descriptive studies toward research grounded in “behavioral experiments and neuroeconomics” opens
novel horizons for policymakers, enabling them to move beyond purely structural engineering toward
the “engineering of choice and cognition” at the societal level. Accordingly, all researchers in the
fields of cognitive science, evolutionary psychology, cognitive sociology, behavioral economics, and
public policy are hereby invited to contribute problem-oriented works that enrich this nascent
scientific movement; for the attainment of a resilient society is contingent upon a precise
understanding of the nexus between the “brain, cognition, and social structure.”

In conclusion, we extend our sincerest gratitude to the reviewers, authors, and members of the
Editorial Board whose efforts brought this issue to fruition. We hope that this collection represents a
steadfast step toward integrating “cognitive-academic research” and “the strategic needs of the
nation,” to advance cultural engineering and the consolidation of social capital.
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1. Inter-subjective
2. Shared Mental Models
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