Investigating the effect of the pretend
consumption on social capital; explaining the
mediating role of perceived injustice

Abstract

Today, social capital is considered not only as a basic prérequisitg for the
development and treatment of a major part of the preblems”of modern
society, but it is also one of the richest explanatorysframeworks in the
sociological and economic considerations of the presentyera, which has
faced the emergence of new problems such as pretendhegisumption. In this
phenomenon, people may be evaluated based om the appearance and
consumption of others, which causes negative effects on social capital and,
ultimately, an increase in perceived injustiee. Fherefore, according to the
importance of the issue, this research is based®®n a practical purpose and in
terms of method, it is a descriptive survey, The statistical population of the
research is the citizens of Khorram Abagd city, which at the 95% confidence
level, the sample size is equal to 384 [people, and they were selected by
available sampling method #In the current research, a questionnaire was used
to collect information, the walidity and reliability of which was confirmed
by content validity method Jand Cronbach's alpha. Structural equation
modeling method and RLS software have been used to test hypotheses and
analyze datasfPhe results\effthe data show that the pretentious consumption
has a positive anddsignificant effect on social capital both directly and
through the medrating variable of perceived injustice. Therefore, as a
general conclysion, it should be stated that the phenomenon of affluenza and
pretend copsumption causes perceived injustice and in this way will weaken
socialicapital.

Keywords: affluenza (pretend consumption), social capital, perceived
injustice, social virus.
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